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Minutes from February 8-9, 2009
National Network for Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities

Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center
344 Waterfront Street

Oxon Hill, MD 20745

SUNDAY, AM, FEBRUARY 8, 2009:  
Per sign in sheet:  Forty one individuals signed in as follows: Executive Committee (4), GoVerneor’s Office (7), SEA’s (17), LEA’s (6), Partners (5), and others (2).
New Coordinators / Veterans Refresher Training: 

Jeff Barber (IN) opened and provided the overview of the Network and how we collaborated with the US Department of Education Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools. 
Verne thanked CADCA for their support with the Network meeting and throughout the year. 
Jeff and David Quinlan, USDOE Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools reviewed the Networks website.
General SDFSC Requirements / Information:  
Overviews of the Principles of Effectiveness

• Background and history

• Practical Approach to the P of E
SEA and Gov Requirements / Information:  

• SEA Role – OSDFS perspective, SEA perspective

• LEA Application process, Title VI Transferability, etc.
• Gov Role – OSDFS perspective, Gov perspective
• GoVerneor’s Program – What’s in the Law?
Rules, Regulations, and Other Issues:  


• Gun-Free Schools Act
• Pro-Children’s Act
• Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA, Protection of Pupil Rights and Amendment (PPRA)

• Title XI: Private Schools
• Unsafe School Choice Option

• Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)

· What is EDGAR? And how is it used?

· Part 76, Part 80
• Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circulars

· What are the circulars and how are they used (ex. Equipment /meals, etc.)

Lunch on Your Own
SUNDAY, PM, FEBRUARY 8, 2008
Jeff Barber (IN) opened the meeting at 1:15pm.

Jeff then said goodbye and thanked everyone for their support over the past years while chairman of the National Network.
Jeff introduced Verne Larsen from Utah as the new chairman of the National Network. Verne said hello and then stated that it is harder to change adults than children. He used an exercise to paint this perspective. Verne then shared his thoughts and views on prevention and the direction the Network was heading.

National Prevention Network (NPN) Presentation/Partnership Discussion:
Verne introduced Craig PoVey NPN from Utah.
Craig PoVey stated:

· Shared his experience moving up to the state level
· Talked about the NPN and its functions and directions.
· Suggested that the NPN & NNSDFSC work together to help advocate for each others programs.

· Craig introduced Dr. Janice Petersen who suggested that we sit down over the weekend and work on a plan to work together.

· Dr. Petersen talked about the NPN research Committee.

· Dr. Petersen listed the following NPN Committees:

1. Research
2. Work Free development

3. Multicultural

· Verne talked about Utah planning areas and then thanked the folks from the NPN for coming.

· Verne asked all attendees to introduce themselves by name, state, and how their state is handling the budget situation.

BREAK

Legislative Update: FY10 SDFSC State Grants Appropriation, NCLB Reauthorization, and Q&A:
Verne introduced Sue Thau, Vice President for Public Policy, Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America.

Sue provided the following information:

· More students are using marijuana then cigarettes.
· We need folks on the hill to be champions for SDFS
· If we don’t invest in prevention we will not get the results we want in schools.
· Attitudes are starting to soften about drug use as early as the 8th grade.
· There is no funding in the Stimulus Package for Drug Prevention.
· We need to let Superintendents & Governors know that we are seeing increase use at the 8th grade level and that this is a concern. Attitudes are softening on drugs nationwide.
· Sue pointed out that we all need to go visit our congressmen and let them know how we are using SDFS funding.
· Drugs and Violence prevention are competing with each other for federal funding.

· More kids have died because of drugs than violence.

· We need more Congressmen & Senators who really care about the SDFS program.

· It is possible that Positive Behavior Support will go under Title IV

· People are getting the message about Tobacco but not marijuana.

Doug Hall from Pride noted the following:

· Seeing a major softening with attitudes toward drug use.

· When senators came a few years ago and talked about Meth, money was put into prevention and Meth use went down.

· When use was the lowest, funding was the highest.

· Most children who use drugs earlier drop out by the 10th grade and that is why the 10th grade level is steady.

· Stimulus includes tobacco prevention but not alcohol & drugs.

Verne opened up the business aspect of the Network Meeting:
Minutes Approved:

Clarence Jones asked the members to review the minutes from August 7-8, 2008, National Network Meeting. The minutes were approved following review.

Treasurer’s Report:

Due to the transition to a new Treasurer, no report was available.

Verne reviewed procedure for selecting executive committee positions. Nominations were taken for the empty Treasurer’s position. JoAnn Burkholder was nominated and seconded by several members from those attending. No others were nominated. JoAnn Burkholder was selected the new Treasurer by unanimous vote.
Verne adjourned meeting at 4:25pm.

MONDAY, AM, FEBRUARY 9, 2009
Present per sign in sheet: Thirty seven individuals signed in as follows:
Executive Committee (4), GoVerneor’s Office (5), SEA’s (15), LEA’s (6), Partners (5), and Other (2).

The meeting convened at 8:40 am with Verne Larsen welcoming everyone to the meeting. Verne introduced Paul Kessner, Director Drug & Violence Prevention USDOE/OSDFS. Paul provided the following:

• Transition with the new administrative has been quiet for OSDFS
• Because of limited resources, there is not a lot schools can buy such as Science based curriculums.
• Find and review data on programs you want to use and then decide if that is the program you want to buy.
• 2009 budget should be out by mid Feb. 2009 & 2010 budget should be out by mid March 2009 as a blue print, but still must go through the process to become official.
• We are 3 years over the Re-Auth period
• There will be changes to the Department of Education website.
• Check out the White House website and check out the general trends that are going on.
• Department of Education is going through formal grant monitoring
• OSDFS Conference theme “Power of Change”
• Conference will be open to all not just grantees
• Have not heard any information on PBIS being put under Title IV
• Stimulus package is a one year program with no carry over.
• No word on the new direction of ONDCP. They do have an interim director.
• Must have a meeting with private schools, make sure you have documentation that says a private school does not want to participate.

BREAK
Verne introduced Dennis D. Embry, PHD President / CEO Paxis Institute.

Dennis provided the following:

• Depression, bipolar, anxiety & suicide are increasing in youth.
• ADHD and conduct disorder are increasing.
• Younger kids are committing more crimes.
• Obesity is an epidemic in youth today.
• Learning disabilities and developmental disorders are increasing in youth.
• Diabetes, asthma, and increase in B/P are skyrocketing in youth.
• Stimulant drugs are increasing and have created another set of problems for youth.

• Too many kids are experiencing trauma.

• Serious addictions are occurring at a younger age.

• Very few kids have chores today.

• Positive interactions release neurotransmitters:


Do – High 5’s with kids


Say – Thank you to kids


Let students – Pass out papers and help in class


Let students – Do announcements

• Kids receive very little positive reinforcement from adults.
• 2-3% of kids become ADHD because of their nutrition.

• Bullying and Aggressive acts can be reduced by things you do in the home, school, and community.

• Black kids carry more lead in their blood because of history of lead chains from slavery.

• Family mobility affects school based prevention efforts.

• We need to take care of the children because they will be the ones taking care of us when we get old.

• For every case of child maltreatment, we miss over 40 other cases.

• Harness innovation and talent.

• Evidence Based Kennels – 4 types:


Antecedent


Reinforcement


Relational Frame


Physiological

• Check out www.givesimplegifts.com to explain Dr. Embry’s Kennels.

• Dr. Embry can be reached at 520-299-6770 or look up Paxis Institute.
Verne thanked Dr. Embry for an outstanding presentation.

Networking Luncheon provided by Committee for Children

Joan Duffel - CEO
MONDAY, PM, FEBRUARY 9, 2009
Verne opened the afternoon with a slide presentation on “Future Jobs”.

Verne introduced Kathy Zantal –Wiener, Director Student Drug testing Institute.

Kathy provided the following:

• They will help school system develop Student Drug Testing programs

• Help with increasing awareness of SDT.

• Discuss how to sustain and structure a SDT program.

• SDT is a non punitive program.

Verne thanked Kathy for her presentation.
Structured Networking for SEA/GOV
OSDFS Program Offices:
DATA  COLLECTION  (GOV’s)

	SEA
	








GOV

	
	

	Discipline Data Collected By Student Test # Survey – 
For Performance

??Validity??


	In – Use Data
survey funded
through SSA

	Data Varies from school to school

	Don’t usurp what states want
To do.

	Consistent Definitions is Critical

	How to make it useful to locals.



	Discipline District
“Cant compare across states or districts”
	At Conference ask states about real data.


DATA

· Compare yourself against yourself over time.

· Definitions: There are lots of different interpretations.

· Best left at the State level to set data standards.

· Use data to help set priorities

· SEOW work groups which look at lots of State Data.

Utilizing SPF-SIG Framework

· Site visit coming to TEXAS – just kidding – 

DATA  COLLECTION  (SEA’s)

State Use of data
AZ:
school safety study at SEA level to show how poor incident data was. (data grant)

Legislature may not have used?
VA:
distributed to LEA’s (web site)


(Data grant) Safe Schools Information Resource

Publicly available. Schools can also look at gender, ethnicity, grade level.

Pretty good data

Use for needs assessment – grants

Realtors use it a lot.

Good tool but not the complete picture since it is just incident data.

GA:
USCO – misreporting of data ; coord. w/Gov.

Consolidated application

State survey on-line public data
MD:
 Use data to establish baselines and check progress. ; coord. w/Gov.

AZ:
Hard to collect data if not required by Fed goVernement.
How can ED help?

Coordination between OSDFS / OSEP definitions

Lack of comprehensive design can lead to erroneous data changing policies to match definitions.

PDS – absence of national definition is problematic.

MD – Can tell which schools have problems by looking at the data.

AZ – [YRBS is most useful – because it is most accurate anonymous confidential self reporting.]
+ Discipline Data

Using the data at local level will help improve data quality.

Positive School Climate – use of data

· Need to frame it as a community issue not just a school issue – 

MD – 3 student surveys – 


Recommendation to switch to YRBS – 


Administered by Health Dept.

Fairfax – Youth Survey – no mention of school

AZ – Other group presents the data not education staff.

Future Meeting:

1. Meet Aug. 1 & 2, 2009 Sat. & Sun.
2. New ‘Debbie Price’ attending next meeting

3. NPN or other legislative person’s perspective

· Principal’s association

· Ccsso – Sup’s assoc. – Scott Frein (Andy’s contact)

4. Elected official staff person on the education committee

· How to present our message

· Inclusion re: authorization

5. National Network as an Advisory Group for OSDFSC

6. Best practice field trips to places like Fairfax 

7. Assign new-comers a “buddy” / mentor for the 2 day meeting

A thought to remember “Never let an old person take your body”

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Clarence Jones

Secretary, NNSDFSC
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